i l\\/“ any 1 millions ofyea;s ago, the
\ ocean. flooded the area.we

- global needs, as well as its:

. important, the industry is

riow call Fl6rida shiping and -
~landscaping the state. As-the — -
water retreated,billions of phos- \
phate particles formed, possibly:
from the | femains of sed life, and.
© were deposited on the'land. These
pamcles, along with sand and clay, settled

~ into'strata in varyirig depths and eventually ‘

were buried under tons of sandysoil.

' Today we mine this phosphate in order
to make femllzer to grow food, and as'an
mgredlent in a variety of other-con-

we must uncover and extract
these phosphate deposits buried ™
so long ago.This brochure °
r” describes the mining process from
“beginning to reclamation: , _
Phosphate mining and processing is

contnbutmg bllhons of dollars to-the state’s

economy each year in the form of jobs,

‘taxés, purchases of goods and services, and
_capital investments.

- The phosphate mdustry is
food to meet ever- expandmg

valuable economic contnbu—
tions to Florlda But most

-prouder still of its ability to mine
this vital nutrient so essential to life and
then with respect and regard for the envi-

" ronment reclaim the land for other uses.

J:
‘sumer products. In order to do so,

oné:of Florida's most 1mportant industries, *
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PO. Box 367 215 S. Monroe St., #703
Lakeland, FL 33802 Tallahassce, FL 32301
941-686-2880 850-224-8238
l"lx 941-686-3294 Fax 850- 224-8061
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. is stored while the clay sIowa settles to the bottom. Clear. water"

longer, it dries up and the land is reclaimed. L o T

@ UNMINED Lenn .

Florida phosphate ore is often found
under scrub land. The land usually has-

- top tayer of soil (called overburden) about
25 ft. thick. This overburden covers the
phosphate matrix - a layer of phosphate
rock mixed with clay and sand. P ! v ®
) . Hoses;on a portable pit car mix water with the matrix.

: NN ‘ This watery mixture (called sturry) is

7 pumped through a pipe to the washer

9 DRAGLINE

A huge dragline machme scoops off the . e
overburden. This soil is put to one side. ' .
- Then the dragline digs out the T

€) RECLAMATION

. The sand tailings pumped back to_
the mine are used to fill in the mine
hole. The overturden that was
saved is'used to cover the sand.
The land can then be reelanmd for -

another use.

phosphate malnx

\\
6 GI.AY STDRAGE

i

The watery clay arnves
at aseulmg pond. Here it, -
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is drawn off the top of ttie-pond: The water is pumped back to L
the mines and used again. When the pqnd isn't needed any A
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0 Pnoczssma FACTORY

' Most phosphorlc rock is moved
by truckor train to a processing
factory. There, itismade intoa. -
substance used mostly in I‘erhllzer ‘
and animal Ieed . L

0 ‘PHOSPHATE ROCK STORAGE

N

Phosphate pebbles (from the washer) CT
and fine phosphate (from the flotation ~
'plant) are stored in'piles outdoors.
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